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STAFF MEMORANDUM WO, 383
SUBJECT: The Iranisn Situwation

1. Attached is a brief draft estimate of the lspliswtions of the
attempted coup ageinst Mossedag. Tie lmplications sppear sariouvs enough
to warrant some action tw O/NE, The fof!,lowing thees cholep? peesent

thenselves:

a, {}/i‘m could prepare & memovandum for the B/CI. /U1 ham
already prepared s reasonably adeguate memorandim on the shorde
rn implications of the week-endis events, Howewer, C/NE could
elther lssus a reviesd wersion of itz memorandum of 13 Auvgust op
issuve a brief supplemont Lo 4%, The staff would recowmend sush a
procedure beeause g

1} Those for whom this mevorandum was interded e
sumpbly still hawve need of itj

2) An up-dated veraion would sppear to be wore wisful
than the 13 August draft;

2} 3 revised version eould be made availahle by 18

or 19 August. |

bo OfNE eculd recommend publiecation of a wrash special
estinete on the signdficance of the Shahts flight end the attempted
coun apaingt Hqssamqu Agadn, the 13 Aumet memorsndun, approximstelr
revised, could serve as & Board draft, meking apency contributions
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wnecessary, Such an estimate would not sbtempt to preject beyond
1953, expept in most general terms. The steff would wote against
such an estimate because: ‘
1) The recsnt events have produced no chanpes in Tran
which would alter the basic concluslons of NIE-T5/L insofar
. as they deal with developments during 1953; |
2) The prineipal users of a spscial coordinated sgtis (
mete dealing with developments in 1953 are alreedy adequately
served by NIE-?5/1 and would be further served by a revision
of the 13 August memorandumy
3} 4 erash coordinusted special estimate wuld further
éelay work on the projected estimate on developments in Iran
tMgh 195k, now scheduled for pamdustion during the fourth
quarter of 19533
b) Tt would be menifestly impossible to produce within
‘two or three weeks a useful or adequate coordinated ostimate
of developnents in Iran through 19543
5) Any basic review of US policy toward Iran should
be based upon such sn estimate,

Go O/NE could recommend adhering to the present schedide of
preparing a full-scals NIE on prebeble developments in Tran
through 1954 for publication in the fourth quarter of 1953,
prefervably in lste Oatober or early Iimr&arg We would recommend
such a procedure, not only for the reasons in pamgraph“b above,
but on the grounds that:

1) It @uld provide sufficient time not omliy for a
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thorough examination of probable trends in {pan through 1954
but for a more careful essessment of the probable future
implication of the developments which will be set in motion

hy the recent changes in Irai.

2, In sumary, we recormend thats
a. O/MNE revise its memorandum of 13 August 30 as to serve
the immediate needs of those for whom it was produced;
b, Schedule the coordinsted est:m&te or Probable Developments

4in Tran through 1954 for publication in late Septenber or early

Oetober,

3, In the event that the IAC requests the special IAC coordinated
estimate ‘!ﬂscr‘l‘bod in paragrsph 2b above as well as the long=range
paper, the staff would recommend against course 2a abowve,
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ENTRAL ISTELLIGENCE &LOGENCY

OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES
3T August 1953
SUETEYr The lrandse Situwatdion

1. The unsvocessful abtempt tv remova Mogasdsn Orom powar Thla
weekend, euvlminating in the flight of %the Shabh Yo Irag, greatly

sdvances the progreseive detertorstion of polibival piability in lrem,

<. On the ons hend, Wogsadeq's numersus nonp-lommunlzt opponsnts
- havs been dﬁ&lt.&ﬁ almost crippiling vlew and may nevear again be in a
position o make a serious attemp® o overihrow him. The chniel [lgurss
in the sttempt to oust Moasadsq are already in Jail o in biding,
thus at leasit t@mporariiy aliminating or neutralizing the most vigorous
_of these opponents, Even mores imporisant, the Shah“ﬁlfiight = 8 nove
which may wall be followsd by the appoirtment of a rag&ﬁcy sowreil
and mey even lead to designation of a naw Sheh or abolition of the
monaprehy ~- greatly weakens the ablility of Mossadeq's opponenty to '
combine against him in the future. The withdrawal of the Sheh from
Iranian zoil not only depfivaa the opposition of & centrael Ligurs
about which it could rally but also aﬁiminatﬁa.vixtually all hope that
tha'@onsidarﬁble preatige and authority of the monarchy vould be used
to secure the nesessary coopsration of the security forces and
reassure ithe public in any future affort Lo oust Mossadeq. Ex@épt

in the unlikely event that a strong and rssolute opposition msjoriiy
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dewalops in some futurs Mailds, sny futwes ablempt ©o unssas

Mossadeqg will necessarlly bs an out-and-oul coup, without legel

sanction.

3. On the other hand, Mvasadeg's position will remain nasically
precavicus, daspits the temporary advanbages whiéta he will obtefs

rom the failurs of the atlsmpt to wnsead him and from the repressive
mesaures ne 13 likely to und«arm?,:tn gonsolidate his vi-&-t\‘ﬁ:r;ﬁrc The
events of the woekend are unlikely to provoke .any gzma'%. revival of
anthugiamm o Mossadsq himeelf;, and in any avant his probable vou-
tinued failuze to solve the basiz sconomin ami gouial proviams facing
Iren will resul?t in & slow bud sbeady Jdrein on his popular 3%}1;;#{;3::%
While Mossadeq will probably make greater uss of awthoritaiian
methods, he showa Litile promise of beling able to elimipats ail
epposition. 1If Hoessadeg gosd ’mx;vugh with new Mallis slevtions, as
appears likaly, his prestige plus his «bility to rig the ballotting
will ;:rmbabli,} snable him to cbtain a majority. Howovsr, he is iikely
to be Jttle more ﬁummaé;ful than in the past in fionding men whe will

atand Ly him once they are slected.

ko Thus the ultimets beneficlary of the failure to unsvead
Mossadeq 18 most likely to be the Tudeh Party which bas regarded the
neutralization of the “countarrevelutionary® foreesz sround the Shah
ag & primary objective and which bas also sapitalizad mr the widening
popular vnrast and tmaa@wz"ity which has been developing wider Mossadeq.

Although Moosadeq's reassertion of his authority mokes i+t less likely

ORET
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that ke will have 4o maks imp@r&anfv@@n@@asﬁémﬁ %o Tudeh o stay
in offies, Tudeh 18 not yed ready to poize control acd will probabily
Fael compailed to confing iteelf to pressurs geoup hsetles fur bhe
nezxt few months. Heverthslesa, Tudeb iz 2% present the oaly remalo-
ing major contender for Mussadeq's powst, and s3 the deteriorgtiun
of the political and economic situstion in Iren preogrssesa Lus

- sapebiitiliea for e eventual showdown with Haﬂagd@q wiil continuve to
grow, In the event 2f Mossedeq’s death, Tudsh might wiil be abls %o
sapitalize on the confusion which would probably result and Lo gain

sontrel ab lsast in Tsboran.

5. Momsadeq's inmate suspicicusness, whinrb has probably been
reinfor<ed by the events of the weskend, msy Jead him to Link the
attempt to uwnssat him with the re@aﬁt hardening of U3 poii@y toward
him apd to represent the attemp’ as an "impevriakistt plot snginearsd
by the US and UK. Even if Moasadeq convinees himesell that ths US

_is invelved, however, wa belXeve that he is likely to atep stort of
praveking an open break with the US. He wiil probably still feel thse
nead of the US a3 a counterweight to 4he USSR, with which an attempt
%o settles outstanding problems is now under way. Horeovar, he has
long helleved thaﬁ if he beld on long saough and thus proved that he
was the man to deal with, fear of Communism would eveniually force
‘the US %0 come % his help. With his control nswly reconfimped and
ﬁhé apposition sariaua]y'weakanedg.ﬂﬁss&&eq prebably belisves thatl
this conespt 18 mors valid than ever. Althgugh he will probably
eriticize and zeek to embarmes ths US, his main objeet will probably

bs that of foreing the US to assist him on his ferms.
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